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Thank you for your letter of 3 January presenting recommendations from the Animal
Procedures Committee consultation on openness. I am sorry that you have not had an
earlier reply.

I am grateful to the Committee for the time and thought that it has given to these important
issues. My detailed thoughts on your recommendations are as follows.

APC Recornmendation 1: the Project Licence Application form

As you will know, the recently revised Project Licence application form requires
applicants to provide a plain English lay summary of the proposed programme of work
giving insights into the hypotheses, technologies and models to be used. I note the
Committee’s recommendation that such summaries could be published and have asked
officials to consider this further in the context of the current review of Section 24 of the
Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986.

APC Recammendation 2: publication of reslts

It is already Home Office policy to encourage publication of research findings, but we
cannot require it. However, I agree that we need to do everything possible to ensure that
there is no duplication of animal testing and I have asked my officials to examinc possiblc

mechanisms for publishing negative results as you suggest, consulting with the scientific
community and others as necessary.

APC Recormendation 3: no retrospective amendment to section 24

I agree.
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statistics report and Home Office Annual Report. These publications, the scientific and the
laboratory anima Science and welfare literatyre and the Home Office web-sites also
contain materia] produced by the Inspectorate.

to the responsible public to assist public debate js helpful. I have been keen to encourage
the scientific community to present its work more effectively to the public. Participation
and decisions about the practicalities would, of course, have to remain a matter for the
relevant organisations,



